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    Introduction


    There are some 70 persons claiming to be gurus in ISKCON1 currently. Out of all of these, His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami (“BCS”) is considered one of the most successful, respected and scholarly. Given this, and the fact that all ISKCON gurus were authorised via the same GBC2 system, a detailed examination of the life and teachings of BCS as a GBC-elected ISKCON guru will simultaneously provide an evaluation of the whole ISKCON guru system. We would essentially be applying Srila Prabhupada’s maxim that one can check the quality of a whole pot of rice by just examining one grain (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 12/5/1974). This examination will be undertaken solely by studying the words and actions of BCS, and simply letting them speak for themselves. In this way, what follows cannot be disputed as simply being someone’s subjective opinion about BCS. Rather, this will simply be BCS’s opinion of himself, thus rendering it beyond argument. Additionally, as the following examination is based on BCS’s own words, it will reveal the true nature of his character, since Srila Prabhupada states:


    “Most important is how the man in Krsna consciousness speaks, for speech is the most important quality of any man. It is said that a fool is undiscovered as long as he does not speak, and certainly a well-dressed fool cannot be identified unless he speaks, but as soon as he speaks, he reveals himself at once.”


    (Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 2:54, purport)


    In the following pages we present many dozens of statements and actions from BCS, all reproduced from his own official sources, such as his website and Istagosthi forum. They are compared with other statements and actions from BCS, Srila Prabhupada, and other ISKCON authorities. Odd notes of clarification provided by us will appear in italics, otherwise it will simply be BCS himself presenting his own life and teachings in his own words. All emphases in the quotations have been added by us via underlining.


    1 International Society for Krishna Consciousness, or Hare Krishna Movement


    2 Governing Body Commission (ISKCON’s managerial authority)
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    CHAPTER ONE
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    I Should Not Be Guru


    His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami became an ISKCON diksha, or initiating, guru in 1987 due to the GBC’s majority voting approval system, as documented by the following GBC resolution:


    “19. The GBC approves of the following devotees to begin the responsibility of initiating spiritual master after 1 year period and final deliberation.


    a. Kavichandra Swami


    b. Jagad Guru Swami


    c. Prahaladananda Swami


    d. Trivrikram Swami


    e. Jayadwaita Swami


    f. Bhakticaru Swami”


    (GBC Resolution No. 19, 1986)


    Ever since then, for almost the last 25 years, BCS has acted as a diksha guru, and continues to do so today. In contradiction to this ongoing behaviour, below BCS confesses that the guru system by which he became an ISKCON diksha guru was a mistake, incorrect, and formed on the basis of trial and error:
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    Contradiction 1: Becoming guru was mistake


    [image: ]


    “The follower takes care of his guru’s property and that was a big misconception that was entered into our Society and that misconception, I will say, is still continuing. Like in 1987, although we had a reform, after so many gurus fell down, there was a fifty man committee was formed and there was reform; it was not actually, at least my perception is that it was not actually a reform. It was kind of watering down the same misconception and continuing. Like what we did was we appointed some more gurus and opened up the world for anybody to initiate wherever he wanted. Whereas previous to that it was a kind of zonal acharya. So that I think is the main mistake where we started, that took place after Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance that has never been properly rectified.”


    (BCS, Toronto Meeting, 20/7/2003)
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    Contradiction 2: Becoming guru was incorrect
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    “Thinking that Srila Prabhupada had appointed 11 successors we also plunged in to the same syndrome of appointing spiritual heads of the institution presuming that after Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance they inherited ISKCON. In 1987, about 10 years after Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance, this mistake was addressed by concerned leading devotees of ISKCON, but was not fully corrected. Just by adding more gurus and allowing them to initiate wherever they could attract disciples, that mistake was only diluted to some extent but was not really corrected.”


    (BCS, Dandavats.com, 12/7/2009)
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    Contradiction 3: ISKCON guru system is made up
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    “I feel that through many trials and errors, the right standard will be established in ISKCON in due course of time. But one thing is clear in my mind: the traditional system of guru-disciple relationship will be greatly modified in order to properly establish the institution. […] In order to have a unified ISKCON, all the gurus and leaders must become transparent via-mediums and everybody should be focused on Srila Prabhupada. How that will be established I do not know […] Many mistakes will be made, and as a result, there will be many setbacks and damages.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 8/9/2001)


    In the next three entries BCS admits in different ways that he should not be acting as a spiritual master:
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    Contradiction 4: I should not be a spiritual master
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    “I make it very clear to my disciples that I am able only to take them to the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada and it is Srila Prabhupada who will deliver them and engage them in the service of Krsna’s lotus feet.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 1/2/2001)


    “It is illegal to become a spiritual master if one is unable to deliver the disciple.”


    (Srimad-Bhagavatam, 2.8.7 purport)
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    Contradiction 5: No point being spiritual master
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    “What is the point in being your spiritual master if I do not free you from the bondage of Maya and lead you to your ultimate spiritual destination?”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 25/7/2008)


    



    “During the initiation ceremony in Calcutta, Guru Maharaja repeated the samewords I’ve heard him say on numerous initiation ceremonies [...] “I cannotlead you to Krsna.””


    (BCSIstagosthi, 28/3/2006)
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    Contradiction 6: I should be rejected
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    “So that I think is the main mistake where we started, that took place after Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance that has never been properly rectified. Now, how do we rectify it? I mean, I’ll say, I don’t know. […] The understanding is here that things have gone wrong, and how to, you know, like, how things went wrong, and what the rectification, what the measures are, […] Now how things can be set right, for the benefit… My honest answer will be to tell you frankly, I don’t know, I don’t know…”


    (BCS, Toronto Meeting, 20/7/2003)


    “Unqualified guru means who does not know how to guide the disciple. Guru’s duty is to guide. So such kind of guru can be at least rejected. That is Jiva Gosvami’s... Karya-karyam ajanatah. A guru who does not know what to do and what not to do, but by mistake, by mistakenly I have accepted somebody as guru, he can be rejected.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 5/8/1973)


    Below BCS confesses he is not fulfilling the definition of diksha as given by him:
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    Contradiction 7: I am not actually giving diksha
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    “Diksha is the process through which one actually surrenders to Krsna through the agency and via medium of the representative of Krishna, the spiritual master.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)


    “Under general condition the guru is the via medium between the disciples and Krishna, but here we are actually acting on a different context, there is a different situation. The situation is we are representing an institution, we are functioning as a part of ISKCON. I am not here, I am not functioning on my own right as a guru.”


    (BCS Lecture, 17/9/2001)
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    Contradiction 8: I should stop acting as diksha guru
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    “After Harikesa fell down in 1998, in 1999 I proposed that it’s obvious that we are going in the wrong direction. Now, when you go wrong, when you know you’re going in the wrong direction, what do you do? You stop to find the right way. So for the time-being, let’s stop giving initiation and find out what is actually the problem and what is the solution to this problem, whether we can find a solution and until then, let us stop.”


    (BCS, Toronto Meeting, 20/7/2003)


    BCS confesses he should have stopped initiating around 1998-99 as he and his fellow ISKCON gurus were going in the wrong direction. But he continues going in the same direction today, practising the same ISKCON diksha guru-disciple initiation system which he practised at that time.


    Additionally, Srila Prabhupada states that one cannot become diksha guru in ISKCON without his specific authorisation:


    “One should take initiation from a bona fide spiritual master coming in the disciplic succession, who is authorised by his predecessor spiritual master. This is called diksha-vidhana.”


    (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.54, purport)


    In direct contradiction of this teaching from Srila Prabhupada, below BCS admits he became guru, not on the basis of being authorised by Srila Prabhupada’s order as stated above, but because: (i) some people fell down (ii) he saw an opportunity to become a guru and (iii) ISKCON and the GBC decided to make him a guru:
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    Contradiction 9: I became guru due to force of circumstance, not by Srila Prabhupada’s order
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    “I became a spiritual master after some of my very senior and very qualified god brothers fell down. Therefore, I didn’t have any illusion that I was a pure devotee and I was infallible. Initially I didn’t want to take up this very grave responsibility of becoming a spiritual master, but since quite a few devotees were very determined to take initiation from me and were waiting for a long time, and since there was a lot of pressure from some of my senior god-brothers also, I accepted that responsibility.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 16/9/2002)
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    Contradiction 10: GBC and ISKCON made me guru, not Srila Prabhupada’s order
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    “In ISKCON I have become a spiritual master only when the Society, mainly the GBC body, gave me the responsibility or approved me as a spiritual master. That is why I am functioning as a spiritual master.”


    (BCS, Vyasa Puja Message, September 2010)


    “Your diksha guru is giving you diksha because the institution of ISKCON decided that he should give diksha.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, April 2003)
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    Contradiction 11: I hide the evidence that I am unauthorised
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    Indeed, so damning is the underlined statement from Srila Prabhupada’s purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.54 on page 4 in exposing BCS’s unauthorised status as diksha guru that BCS simply edited it out when he translated it into Bengali:


    “One should take initiation from a bona fide spiritual master coming in the disciplic succession, who is authorised by his predecessor spiritual master. This is called diksha-vidhana.”


    (Srila Prabhupada’s Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.54, purport)


    “Manuser Kartabbo hoche guruparampara dharay sadguru kach theke diksha Grahan kara. Eka bale diksha-bidhan”.


    “One should take initiation from a bona fide spiritual master coming in the disciplic succession. This is called diksha-vidhana.”


    (BCS’s Bengali translation of Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.54, purport)


    So while Srila Prabhupada teaches above that a bona fide spiritual master must be authorised by his own guru, BCS’s Bengali translation of the above verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam contradicts Srila Prabhupada’s words by not stating that any such authorisation is required.
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    CHAPTER TWO
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    I Usurped Srila Prabhupada’s Position


    We have just documented BCS’s confessions as to his contradictory behaviour in acting as a diksha guru when he should not be acting as such.In this chapter BCS admits that it is actually Srila Prabhupada who should be acting as ISKCON’s diksha guru, rather than he:
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    Contradiction 12: Srila Prabhupada gives diksha by transmitting surrender to Krishna
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    “Initiation has two objectives. One is to receive the mantra and the other is to formalize surrender. In today’s context the important consideration is the surrender. […] If you are surrendering to me, formalizing your surrender, then what kind of responsibility do I have to you? It is to transmit your surrender to the institution of ISKCON. Generally the guru transmits this to Krsna, but here I am not directly representing Krsna. I am representing Krsna through the via medium of Srila Prabhupada and ISKCON. […] Diksha is the process through which one actually surrenders to Krsna through the agency and via medium of the representative of Krsna, the spiritual master.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)
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    Contradiction 13: We sing every day that Srila Prabhupada is the diksha guru - 1


    [image: ]


    “Every day, everybody is meant to worship Srila Prabhupada doing Guru-puja, obviously Prabhupada is the spiritual master.”


    (BCS Lecture, 14/8/2004)


    FACT: this daily Guru-puja is done to the diksha guru:


    “Divya-jnana hrde prokasito. (prayers offered during Guru-puja). What is that divya-jnana? […] This is divya-jnana. Diksha. Diksha means from this divya-jnana.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 11/7/1976)
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    Contradiction 14: We sing every day that Srila Prabhupada is the diksha guru - 2
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    “Even during Mangal Arati we sing Guruvastakam, the Prayers to the Spiritual Master. Only in ISKCON do we have this standard. Why do we sing Guruvastakam: in order to establish Srila Prabhupada as the guru of the institution.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 3/11/2003)


    FACT: The Guruvastakam prayers are sung by Srila Prabhupada’s diksha disciples to worship him as their spiritual master. If everyone in ISKCON must worship Srila Prabhupada as the spiritual master using the same prayers, then he must also be their guru in exactly the same way, i.e. diksha guru.
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    Contradiction 15: Srila Prabhupada is the diksha guru who delivers us
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    “I make it very clear to my disciples that I am able only to take them to the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada and it is Srila Prabhupada who will deliver them and engage them in the service of Krsna’s lotus feet.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 1/2/2001)


    “The spiritual master initiates the disciple to deliver him, and if the disciple executes the order of the spiritual master and does not offend other Vaisnavas, his path is clear.”
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 1: 128, purport)
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    Contradiction 16: Srila Prabhupada is diksha guru as ISKCON’s Jesus!
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    “Therefore, when people ask ‘what do you mean by Srila Prabhupada’s having the position of Founder-Acarya”, my reply is, “What Jesus is to Christianity and what Muhammed is to Islam, Srila Prabhupada should be that to ISKCON”


    (BCS, Day 3, LA Seminar, ‘Questions and Answers’, published 11/6/2000)


    But BCS has already told us that Jesus is Christianity’s “diksha guru” in the same way the ritviks are trying to make Srila Prabhupada ISKCON’s diksha guru:


    “Later on, someone came up with the theory that Srila Prabhupada wanted his disciples to give initiation on his behalf as ritvik acaryas, and that all the initiates would be Srila Prabhupada’s disciples.As a matter of fact, Srila Prabhupada was very much against this concept. At one point he (Srila Prabhupada) mentioned this was the flaw of Christianity. Christianity does not accept the system of a present Guru. They think Jesus is the only one and no one is coming to give initiation, or no one is coming as acarya. Therefore, there is no system of continuation of spiritual knowledge...”


    (BCS, Spiritual Connections, Vol.13, Jan-Apr 1996, p.6)
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    Contradiction 17: Srila Prabhupada is the diksha guru via siksha3
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    “His Divine Grace also said that diksa guru is also the siksa guru. Usually diksa guru is the principal siksa guru.”


    (BCS Letter, 24/9/1993)


    “The diksha guru obviously gives siksha. The diksha is based on siksha. [...] Not only that, but since we are not putting the importance on siksha, Srila Prabhupada’s position as the pre-eminent siksha guru of this movement for all the devotees for all time has been minimized.”


    (BCS Lecture, 5/10/2000)


    Since the diksha guru is the principal siksha guru because diksha is based on siksha, and Srila Prabhupada gives the “pre-eminent” siksha, he must be giving diksha.
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    Contradiction 18: Srila Prabhupada is the diksha guru who guides
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    “I asked, “then what is the difference between a devotee in ISKCON who has no diksha guru and a devotee in ISKCON who has one?” Guru Maharaja replied, “the difference is that one has a diksha guru guiding him and the other does not.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 16/5/2001)


    “most devotees see their diksha-gurus only once a year, and yet they are making spiritual advancement by the agency of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings and institution.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 27/5/2000)


    “In ISKCON who is the most important personality for your spiritual advancement? The most important personality is Srila Prabhupada because it is Srila Prabhupada’s teachings that are guiding you in your spiritual life.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, April 2003)


    BCS states that the function of the diksha guru is that he guides, but that it is Srila Prabhupada who offers this guidance, not the ISKCON ‘diksha’ guru.


    3Sikshaguru is the instructing guru,dikshaguru is the initiating guru.
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    Contradiction 19: I am at best giving siksha, Srila Prabhupada gives diksha
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    “As your spiritual master, it is my duty to actually take you to the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada. Whether it happens through my constant association or due to my absence is the achievement of your spiritual goal. Time and time again I remind my disciples that I am simply a via medium between Srila Prabhupada and them, and then Srila Prabhupada will take them to Krsna.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 4/4/2006)


    “Diksha is the process through which one actually surrenders to Krsna through the agency and via medium of the representative of Krsna, the spiritual master.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)


    BCS states that he only takes one to Srila Prabhupada, who then takes us to Krishna via the process of diksha, thus meaning BCS is at best a siksha, not diksha, guru, who connects us to the actual diksha guru, Srila Prabhupada. And that, even this siksha role of BCS’s is so minimal that a ‘disciple’ of his can get connected to Srila Prabhupada even in BCS’s absence.
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    Contradiction 20: Srila Prabhupada is the initiator
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    “Gurumaharaja [...] was also telling about how he stopped giving initiation for one year and stressed on the point that this initiation is just a formality. Initiation means beginning, and everyone actually was already initiated when he came in contact with Srila Prabhupada’s books, his temples or his devotees.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 12/12/1998)


    BCS stated that the initiation he gives is just a formality, unimportant enough that he even stopped giving it. Rather the actual initiation already occurred whenever one came into contact with Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. Thus, BCS is admitting that his role as an initiator is no different to that of a ritvik, an officiating priest simply conducting the initiation ceremony, while Srila Prabhupada gives the actual initiation.
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    Contradiction 21: Srila Prabhupada is the diksha guru Krishna asks us to surrender to
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    Devotee: “In Bhagavad-gita Krsna tells us to surrender to the spiritual master (refers to Bhagavad-gita 4.34, which speaks of the diksha guru). Although inthe temple we receive guidance from many senior devotees, still somehow the relation between the guru and disciple is very unique. We have the relation with the temple president and other temple authorities to guide and correct us as spiritual masters but sometimes we can’t connect with them in the same way.”


    BCS: “[…] Now let us come to your point. Yes, devotees need a qualified spiritual master and I will say in ISKCON we have the most qualified spiritual master who is Srila Prabhupada. And everyone in ISKCON is meant to represent Srila Prabhupada. In ISKCON who is the ultimate spiritual master? You need a spiritual master, but who is that spiritual master? It is Srila Prabhupada.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)
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    Contradiction 22: Srila Prabhupada takes disciples in ISKCON ashram
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    “Usually the guru has an ashram and his disciples come to the ashram and get trained by the guru. […] ISKCON is Srila Prabhupada’s ashram. […] Generally the guru has an ashram and he hands over the authority of the ashram to one disciple. He appoints a successor. But Srila Prabhupada didn’t do that in ISKCON.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)


    “I am giving initiation here. But ISKCON is not my ashram. ISKCON is actually Srila Prabhupada’s ashram.”


    (BCS, Initiation Lecture, 29/4/2005)


    “I am simply representing Srila Prabhupada. In Srila Prabhupada’s ashram, on behalf of Srila Prabhupada.”


    (BCS, Initiation Lecture, 29/4/2005)


    BCS states that the guru has an ashram in which he takes disciples, and ISKCON is Srila Prabhupada’s ashram, and he did not appoint any successor, and BCS himself can only act on behalf of Srila Prabhupada in Srila Prabhupada’s ISKCON ashram. Therefore Srila Prabhupada remains the guru of the ISKCON ashram who takes disciples in his ashram.
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    Contradiction 23: Srila Prabhupada is bona fide spiritual master
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    “And if you get a bona fide spiritual master, he will take you to Krsna.”


    (The Laws of Nature, chapter 1)


    “Srila Prabhupada will take you to Krsna.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 7/4/2006)


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 24: Srila Prabhupada is the spiritual master who engages you in Krishna’s service
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    “Srila Prabhupada, as the pre-eminent acarya, takes you to Krsna and engages you in His service.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 10/6/2007)


    “What is important is that everyone must engage in Krishna’s service under the direction of the spiritual master.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 7/1/1976)


    In the last 2 chapters we have presented BCS confessing:


    a) In 10 different ways: that he should not be acting as a diksha guru under any circumstance.


    b) In at least 10 different ways: that it is actually Srila Prabhupada who should be acting as diksha guru.


    But, in stark contradiction to these admissions, BCS continues to act as an ISKCON diksha guru and usurp Srila Prabhupada’s position, and has done so for almost 25 years.


    


  


  
    [image: ]


    CHAPTER THREE
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    I Should Not Be Worshipped


    As noted in the last 2 chapters, BCS continues acting as a diksha guru, even though he admits it should be Srila Prabhupada who should occupy this position in ISKCON. Perhaps mindful of this, BCS claims that even though he may be acting as a diksha guru, he at least is not worshipped at all as a diksha guru, and that instead only Srila Prabhupada is worshipped:


    “With the passing of time, the tendency of the disciples was to make the Vyasa Puja more and more into a grand ceremony. And somehow or other, I also tended to go along with that, forgetting the original resolution I had made.[…] But then, from 1999, I started to turn this occasion completely and exclusively into a Srila Prabhupada Memorial festival.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 18/9/2003)


    Below we give some examples of how from 1999, BCS supposedly turned his Vyasa-Puja ceremony “completely and exclusively” into a Srila Prabhupada Memorial festival:
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    Contradiction 25: “Completely and exclusively” Srila Prabhupada festival, 2000[image: ]


    “When Guru Maharaja came in and sat down on his Vyasasana a Guru Puja was started. […] the rest of the devotees, as they came to him and offered a flower at his lotus feet.[…] 60 preparations that had been offered for the occasion, including an enormously long cake (it took 8 devotees to carry it). […] Then, there was supposed to be readings of Vyasa Puja offerings to Guru Maharaja in the GBC conference room at 4:30. At 5:15 Guru Maharaja went up there, sat down on the same Vyasasana as the previous night, but he noticed that there were hardly anyone there! […] He grimaced, got up and left. […] “There is practically no one here, so what is the use?” [...] After some time, Guru Maharaja came out of his room and sat on the Vyasasana, his anger completely gone. Then, for 3 hours, so many devotees stood up and read their offerings to Guru Maharaja.”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 18/9/2000)


    Then after this festival, BCS again declared he should not have had the worship which he claims he does not get:


    “Guru Maharaja [...] expressed that he felt quite uncomfortable receiving all this worship. He said that the next day, everyone should actually focus their worship and devotion onto Srila Prabhupada. […] At the end, Guru Maharaja said a few words again in glorification of Srila Prabhupada and of the need in our society to put all emphasis on him.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 18/9/2000)


    But despite this repeated promise to put all emphasis on Srila Prabhupada, as we will see, nothing changed, and BCS’s worship continued.
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    Contradiction 26: “Completely and exclusively” Srila Prabhupada festival, 2002
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    “The Temple room was electric as the devotees dove for the foot water. Devotees queued up to offer flowers during Guru-puja. Garlands upon garlands were placed upon Guru Maharaj. […] The programme continued into the evening with disciples and disciples of other spiritual masters reading their offerings to Guru Maharaj.”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 19/10/2002)


    Right before this festival, BCS had again declared, in line with his “completely and exclusively” promise, that:


    “Guru Maharaj expressed his wish that his Vyasa-Puja be celebrated as a “Srila Prabhupada Memorial Day”. He very clearly outlined to Swarup Damodara Prabhu and myself how he wanted the programme arranged. We requested foot bathing and Guru Puja and reading of our offerings to him, but he refused to have these activities. Guru Maharaj wanted all the focus to be on Srila Prabhupada.”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 19/10/2002)
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    Contradiction 27: “Completely and exclusively” Srila Prabhupada festival, 2005
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    “That evening, from 6.30 to 9.30 was the Vyasa Puja celebration. 10 young ladies were posted on either side of the hallway joining the reception hall, with flower petals in their hands, which they threw at him when he walked in. Several devotees bathed his feet simply and quickly [...] Then, for approximately one hour and a half, as the sitting kirtan party steadily led the chanting of the Holy Name, all devotees walked up on stage and offered flower garlands and/or petals to Guru Maharaja […] we all sat down, the kirtan stopped, and Guru Maharaja asked me to read some offerings written by several of his Godbrothers.”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 19/9/2005)


    Right before this festival, BCS had again declared, in line with his “completely and exclusively” promise, that:


    “I was wondering whether I desire this glorification and worship. Generally I feel reluctant to indulge in this celebration. I had a very fortunate excuse, my English date of birth falls on the same day when Srila Prabhupada arrived in America. Therefore I generally turned this occasion in celebration of Srila Prabhupada’s arrival in America.”


    (BCS Lecture, 17/9/2005)
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    Contradiction 28: “Completely and exclusively” Srila Prabhupada festival, 2009 and 2010
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    “Maharaja’s disciples serving in Mayapur organized a grand Vyasa-Puja festival of their Guru Maharaj. From Maharaja’s quarters in conch building, disciples welcomed him to the Pancha-tattva hall where the proceedings took place. […] Vyasa-puja offerings were read by his disciples and few Mayapur community devotees glorified Maharaja. ‘Pada Proksalayan’ or lotus feet washing ceremony took place at noon, followed by bhoga offering. In the Prabhupada’s Vyasasan, Maharaja’s picture was placed and pushpanjali took place, followed by Maha Arthi.”


    (mayapur.com [archived 6/9/10], describing the “Srila Prabhupada Memorial Festival”, 2009)


    Indeed, so strong is the desire for worship that even when BCS is not present, his disciples still worship him in a grand manner, regarding his picture as being nondifferent from him personally, and thus worthy of worship and even foot bathing, as the above report and picture overleaf illustrate.


    And, wherever he is present, his normal personal worship also continues (see pictures on page 17):


    “Guru Maharaj as he left from the temple walked over a path of flowers and devotees held a flower umbrella over his head. As soon as he sat on the Vyasa asana disciples surrounded him to get an opportunity to bathe his lotus feet. Later as devotees did Guru puja Guru Maharaj accepted the same with folded hands closed eyes and with a drooping head. Ninety percent of the three hours allotted for the program was consumed in offering garlands to Guru Maharaj with well over a thousand people waited in rows to get an opportunity to garland him and offer their obeisance. Guru Maharaj reciprocated by giving each one a garland but the process was taking such a long time that he decided to step down from the stage and take the garlands individually. He was literally mobbed by the guests and immediately returned to the safety of the Vyasa asan. A few devotees glorified Guru Maharaj on his 65th birthday and just after 9pm Guru Maharaj cut his birthdays cakes and then asked us to distribute the same to all the visitors and devotees along with a packet containing dinner prasad. It was indeed a memorable evening which we will all cherish.”


    (BCS website, “Update ISKCON Ujjain 19 September 2010”)
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    Thus, we see that BCS continually and consistently violates his own promise to not accept worship and instead have everything focused “completely and exclusively” on Srila Prabhupada, and that this violation continues until the present day. Indeed, he even keeps insisting he does not want the worship and will not carry on accepting it, but still the worship continues – even when he is not physically present to receive it!
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    Contradiction 29: I must not be worshipped
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    In further complete contradiction of the behaviour just described, here are more examples of BCS saying one thing while simultaneously doing the opposite. He states that there is no need for him to be worshipped at all, and only Srila Prabhupada should be worshipped:


    “So now actually, the time has come or time actually demands that the leaders of ISKCON have to become exemplary and personally I feel that there is no need for worship.


    (BCS Lecture, 14/10/1999)


    “ISKCON had more than one acharya and many of them deviated from it. Yes our Society suffered but it did not fall apart. The lesson learnt was only one person should be worshipped and that is Srila Prabhupada. The others have to recognize and become the humble servant of Srila Prabhupada.”


    (BCS Lecture, 17/9/2005)
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    Contradiction 30: Worship Srila Prabhupada without limit and end
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    In the Vyasa-Puja ceremonies described above, to again distract attention from the worship he is receiving, but which he claims he does not receive, BCS made the following proclamations:


    “On the other hand, if we take all the opportunities to glorify Srila Prabhupada, who is naturally the center of our movement and everyone’s preeminent spiritual master, then everyone will feel perfectly happy. In that worship there will not be any limit to what extent one can glorify His Divine Grace and that, instead of causing any competition will create a perfect harmony among all the members of ISKCON.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 16/9/2002)


    “There is no end to the glorification of Srila Prabhupada,” Guru Maharaja stated with a smile in the microphone.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 19/9/2005)


    However, in practice, BCS ensures that his disciples are limited in their worship and glorification of Srila Prabhupada, and that it must “end”, since they are prohibited from worshipping and glorifying Srila Prabhupada as their diksha guru:


    “The difference is that ritviks are saying that Prabhupada will continue to give diksha. That is the point that we cannot accept.”


    (BCS Lecture, 14/8/2004)


    As further evidence that BCS knows that what he is doing is wrong, in the 2 entries below he confesses to the harm that is done when, in contradiction to his own warnings and his promise to not be worshipped, he is worshipped in the manner just described. This worship, according to his own verdict, results in money being wasted, ISKCON’s unity being damaged and the movement being harmed:
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    Contradiction 31: Worshipping me is a waste and causes disunity
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    “I am sensitive about accepting gorgeous worship with glamorous arrangements, because I noticed that a lot of money is wasted in such arrangements and it may often create an undesirable mood of competition among the disciples of different gurus. This obviously does not help the unity of ISKCON.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 16/9/2002)
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    Contradiction 32: Worshipping me can be harmful
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    “Your question about present Gurus not being worshipped so much indeed needs some clarification and I am prepared to give it. You see, in a spiritual institution like ours where there are so many senior devotees working together, if the initiating gurus accept too much worship then it will cause unhealthy competition that will lead to dissension and conflict. In order to hold the institution together it is important that Srila Prabhupada’s unique position is recognized and everyone acts according to that understanding.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 9/8/2001)
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    Contradiction 33: I am a fool
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    Below, BCS confesses that he is forced to engage in such contradictory and damaging behaviour because he is unable to control his disciples and he must follow what they want:


    “As you know, for the last few years I have not been celebrating my Vyasa-puja. This year, however, I promised the devotees of Mayapur that I would be there for that occasion. As usual, they made quite an elaborate arrangement. I was not able to stop them from doing this.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 10/10/2000)


    “Initially I was reluctant to accept any worship or festivities with me in the center on that day. However due to the persuasion from many of my disciples here I complied to their request.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 3/10/2002)


    “Therefore I generally turned this occasion in celebration of Srila Prabhupada’s arrival in America but still I could not avoid this worship and glorification […] now I can see what the simple celebration turned into!”


    (BCS Lecture, 17/9/2005)


    Yet, contradictorily, BCS also confesses that he is not controlled by his disciples, because if he was, he would be a fool:


    “To say that Ganganarayan (a disciple) is influencing me, literally means that I am a fool who does not have any ability to decide for himself. Rather he is manipulated and controlled by his disciples.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 2/4/2007)

  


  
    [image: ]


    CHAPTER FOUR
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    I Should Not Have Disciples


    BCS claims that in respect of his disciples:


    “I make it very clear to them that disciples in ISKCON do not belong to their gurus; they belong to Srila Prabhupada.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 22/4/2006)


    Yet, there is no stronger way to make it clear to one’s disciples that they actually belong to their gurus rather than Srila Prabhupada, than to insist they worship the guru as their guru in a Vyasa-Puja ceremony! Hence the last chapter itself is the strongest evidence that the statement above of BCS is yet another contradiction. Additionally, below we see specific evidence of just how BCS makes it “very clear” to his disciples, who they belong to.


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 34: My disciples do not belong to me - 1
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    “When the devotees were coming up, one by one, to read out loud their offerings to Guru Maharaja who was sitting on the Vyasasana, one godbrother first offered his obeisances out loud to Srila Prabhupada and then to Guru Maharaja. Guru Maharaja cut him off right there and started to speak very heavily to him, almost screaming. He told him, “you first offer your obeisances to your spiritual master, and THEN to Srila Prabhupada. You go to Srila Prabhupada THROUGH your spiritual master!”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 10/8/2001)
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    Contradiction 35: My disciples do not belong to me - 2
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    “After, many devotees came up to His Divine Grace and read their offerings to him while he listened very attentively to all of them. At one point, one devotee came up and started reading his offering. First he said Srila Prabhupada’s pranam mantra and then he said Guru Maharajas’s. Guru Maharaja, looking a little annoyed, interrupted him and said “you first offer your pranam to me and then to Srila Prabhupada, not first Srila Prabhupada and then me; I am taking you TO Srila Prabhupada; you are going to Srila Prabhupada through me, therefore you offer your pranam mantra to me first.”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 18/9/1999)
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    Contradiction 36: My disciples do not belong to me - 3
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    “You are all my disciples and I am your spiritual master and if we don’t make it a point to develop that relationship it won’t happen. I am your spiritual master and we have a very important relationship. As your spiritual master I am like your father, I am like your friend.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 19/7/2008)
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    Contradiction 37: My disciples do not belong to me - 4
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    “Vyasa-Puja” offerings to BCS very strongly make it “very clear” that BCS’s disciples belong to him. Just 3 excerpts from such offerings are:


    “Being your disciple, it is my duty to glorify You on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. [...] My beloved Gurudeva, I consider myself most fortunate on having your divine association because you are most confidential servitor of the Lord.”


    (BCS disciple’s offering, 16/9/2007)


    “Due to Your direct mercy we are progressing in our Krishna Conscious lives […] We thank You for picking us up from the gutters and accepting us as Your children”


    (BCS disciples’ offering, 17/9/2000)


    “Although it’s been 7 years since Lord Krishna mercifully sent you as my master and saviour, that first darshan of your divine grace is still afresh to my vision.”


    (Vyasa-Puja offering to BCS, selected by BCS for posting on his website on 1/10/2009)


    BCS every year acts to promote these offerings which strongly reinforce the concept that his disciples belong to him rather than Srila Prabhupada, even stating that he specifically shares them with his disciples to bring them closer to him:


    “Guru Maharaja asked us to post three or four Vyasa Puja offerings everyday on the istagosthi, ‘so that devotees can read them.’”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 8/10/2003)


    “I was naturally touched by all the offerings you sent. I decided to share them with all of you, and therefore I am going to send them, a few at a time, in this forum.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 25/9/2007)


    “As usual, this year also, I received many wonderful “Vyasa Puja” offerings from many of you. Since we decided not to print any “Vyasa Puja” book, I thought it would be nice to share those offerings with you. From today I will present some offerings everyday for next few days. I hope this communication will help us get closer to each other.”


    (BCS’s posting on his website, 30/9/2009)
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    Contradiction 38: I have hurt the movement
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    One of the Vyasa-Puja offerings, and hence the disciple consciousness conveyed by it, which BCS chose to endorse by specifically selecting it for sharing, stated the following:


    “Keeping you at the centre of my life, each day I can feel how your causeless mercy flows unconditionally in the upkeep of my devotional service.”


    (Vyasa-Puja offering to BCS, selected by BCS for posting on his website on 1/10/2009)


    But BCS states that this is the exact opposite of the consciousness which is required as it will hurt the movement:


    “Unfortunately we have observed some unfortunate misconceptions develop within ISKCON, such as “gurupism” where the guru is in the centre. This has already hurt the movement.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 19/5/2003)


    Yet, in the next entry, BCS goes further, even offering justifications for why it’s important that his disciples have him in the centre of their lives and understand that they actually are his:
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    Contradiction 39: My disciples need to worship me
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    “Initially I was reluctant to accept any worship or festivities with me in the center on that day. However due to the persuasion from many of my disciples here I complied to their request and I did realize that there was a need for such a ceremony also for their sake.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 3/10/2002)


    “He recalled that as they were having lunch, Ravindra Svarupa Prabhu, speaking about his own Vyasa Puja celebration, said, “Actually, disciples NEED this.” This instruction left a deep impression with Guru Maharaja, so much so that he repeated it to us that night.”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 19/9/2005)


    So, in contradiction to his grand claims, BCS has acted very clearly in many different ways to ensure that his disciples know they belong to him. In the next 2 entries, we see BCS again promoting the idea that those who join ISKCON must be considered Srila Prabhupada’s disciples and not his, and that if this is not done, grave problems will occur in ISKCON. Yet, as just documented, in contradiction to these claims, BCS insists that his disciples act with the understanding they are his, even claiming they “need” this, and thus BCS is guilty of contributing to the very problems in ISKCON he complains about below:
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    Contradiction 40: I am fragmenting the Society
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    “Like some individuals are very open, like Bhakti Marg Maharaja, he is kind of, even, he was telling me yesterday when he gives initiation he tells his disciples that you are actually Prabhupada’s disciple and I am taking care of you, trying to help you to become engaged in Srila Prabhupada’s mission. Now that’s actually the crux of the whole thing, that if everybody understands and make that point clear to their disciples then I think that a lot of our problems will be solved. […] But what about the devotees who join ISKCON – who do they belong to? The way it is becoming nowadays, why the Society is becoming fragmented is because the new devotees, when they become initiated somehow it is felt that they become the assets of the gurus and as a result of that our Society is becoming fragmented.”


    (BCS, Toronto Meeting, 20/7/2003)
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    Contradiction 41: I have stifled ISKCON
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    “In ISKCON, it is important that we clearly recognize the fact that everything in ISKCON, including even all the devotees, belongs to Srila Prabhupada, then only this mistake that is stifling the growth of our institution will be rectified and Krsna Consciousness movement will start to spread once again, all over the world, in leaps and bounds.”


    (BCS, Dandavats.com, 12/7/2009)
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    CHAPTER FIVE
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    I Should Not Usurp Srila Prabhupada


    Even though in the last 4 chapters BCS has clearly been documented confessing that he has usurped Srila Prabhupada’s position by taking his place as ISKCON’s diksha guru, and also taking the worship and disciples meant for Srila Prabhupada, contradictorily BCS also sometimes offers excuses to try and justify his act of usurping Srila Prabhupada’s position. However, as we shall see below, he cannot help but also contradict these excuses as well.


    His main excuse as to why he must take Srila Prabhupada’s position is because of a lack of historical precedence for keeping Srila Prabhupada as the guru:


    “The difference is that ritviks are saying that Prabhupada will continue to give diksha. That is the point that we cannot accept because there is no such precedence in the past.”


    (BCS Lecture, 14/8/2004)


    However, this main reason for needing to usurp Srila Prabhupada, BCS himself contradicts a number of times:
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    Contradiction 42: ISKCON guru system not based on historical precedent
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    “In an institution like ISKCON, it is essential that Srila Prabhupada’s position as the Founder-Acarya becomes properly established. Devotees of this institution must have a very special relationship with him. Since there is no precedent in history of this kind of institutionalized religious movement, we do not really know what the actual standard should be [...] But one thing is clear in my mind: the traditional system of guru-disciple relationship will be greatly modified in order to properly establish the institution.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 8/9/2001)
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    Contradiction 43: ISKCON guru system does not follow guru-disciple tradition
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    “Usually the guru has an ashram and his disciples come to the ashram and get trained by the guru. […] Generally the guru has an ashram and he hands over the authority of the ashram to one disciple. He appoints a successor. But Srila Prabhupada didn’t do that in ISKCON.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)
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    Contradiction 44: ISKCON guru system not based on tradition
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    “But after Prabhupada left, we actually started a philosophy or started an understanding, that now Srila Prabhupada is gone, and now the gurus, mainly the diksha gurus, are the sole responsibility of their disciples. Now, had it been a situation where the institution wasn’t there, then probably that could have been the case but generally that was the old traditional understanding in India that the guru leaves the planet and the disciple initiates and then it is that guru’s responsibility to guide his disciples. But ISKCON was something very different from that.”


    (BCS, Toronto Meeting, 20/7/2003)
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    Contradiction 45: ISKCON guru system is unique, not traditional
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    “Guru Maharaja said, “no. Your spiritual life is dependent on ISKCON, not just on your diksha guru. That is the unique aspect of ISKCON; there is a new factor in play: the institution of ISKCON and one’s role in it. In the traditional sense, yes, your diksha guru is everything. But in the context of ISKCON, it’s different.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi , 16/5/2001)


    Having accepted that ISKCON and its guru system are not based on historical precedence, BCS cannot claim the ISKCON guru system must be based on historical precedence!


    BCS also severely condemns the ritviks and their ideas:


    “Those who are proposing Rtvik are not actually winning favour of Srila Prabhupada, they are actually disturbing him. He doesn’t want them in ISKCON because they are blind with envy,....But those who are proposing the ritvik system, look at them....They are already spiritually dead”.


    (BCS, Spiritual Connections, Vol. 13, Jan-April 1996, p.8)


    We see opposite, however, that he praises the same “spiritually dead” people and their ideas:
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    Contradiction 46: The spiritually dead’s philosophy should be nurtured
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    BCS proposes that exactly the same “spiritually dead” ritvik idea of new devotees being connected to Srila Prabhupada today, in the same way that other devotees got connected to Srila Prabhupada when he was physically present, should be nurtured:


    “Now, Srila Prabhupada has left the planet. I have noticed that soon after Srila Prabhupada disappeared, there was an intense craving in the devotees to become linked up to Srila Prabhupada. Like, I heard devotees saying : “Oh, if I joined a month ago, I could have met with Srila Prabhupada, if I met one year ago, I could have met Srila Prabhupada. If I met ten years ago, I could have met Srila Prabhupada.” And I feel that this craving will always be there. People will continue to feel that way: “Oh, if I came hundred years ago, I could have met Srila Prabhupada. If I came thousand years ago, I could have met Srila Prabhupada.” Therefore, we should nurture this craving, because when people come into contact with Srila Prabhupada, they do recognize Srila Prabhupada’s greatness. It is due to Srila Prabhupada that they become attracted to Krishna Consciousness. Thus it is important for us, those who are representing Srila Prabhupada, the members of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, to give the assurance to all the people around us, that yes, you can develop your connection or link with Srila Prabhupada. And the more we do that, the more our movement will gain grounds.”


    (BCS Lecture, 17/9/2001)
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    Contradiction 47: The spiritually dead are right!
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    BCS completely destroys whatever objection he may have to ritvik ideas by confessing that he agrees with the philosophy!:


    “Last night, before taking rest, Guru Maharaja was reading out loud to us the final version of his famous Founder Acarya Paper. He was reading and correcting it simultaneously typing on his computer on his lap. He regularly asked us our opinion about a certain word-phrasing or whether a sentence sounds good or not. He mentioned jokingly, “actually, the Ritviks could have won me over so easily! This is all their philosophy. But the way they went about it is so wrong.”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 15/1/2001)


    Here BCS agrees with the actual ritvik philosophy; he only objects to the way the ritviks went about pushing it.
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    Contradiction 48: I act as a ritvik - 1
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    “Our acquiring the informations and knowledge is based on Srila Prabhupada’s books, and whatever we do like all the classes or whatever we speak, whatever we write is based on Srila Prabhupada’s books, Prabhupada’s teachings. So, please cultivate your relationship in this way with Srila Prabhupada, and you will see how safe and secure your spiritual life will be. […] So, and then when it comes to that, behalf of the institution, that means we are actually giving initiation on behalf of the Founder of the institution. That is Srila Prabhupada. And let us consider a very simple consideration that, say, many of the candidates that are taking up – all the candidates who are taking initiation today - I won’t have a very ongoing, I won’t have an ongoing connection with them. But as a guru it is my responsibility to do that, to take care that the disciples are being trained properly. But the reality is that I’ll be in touch with these devotees maybe just once in a while […] but your spiritual life is intact. You’re making spiritual advancement. Why? Because of your connection with ISKCON.”


    (BCS, Initiation Lecture, 4/7/2010)


    BCS states that he behaves in exactly the same way that a ritvik would in ISKCON pre-1978:


    a) He initiates a new recruit on behalf of Srila Prabhupada.


    b) This recruit will get all his spiritual knowledge from Srila Prabhupada.


    c) He will rarely see the person he gives the initiation to, and he is not required to give personal association for the initiate to make spiritual advancement.
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    Contradiction 49: I act as a ritvik - 2
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    “So even though you may not have an ongoing regular relationship or connection with me, still your spiritual life is safe as long as you remain in ISKCON. If you remain within ISKCON, you will be under the protection of Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet […] In ISKCON, Srila Prabhupada’s books are the basis. Whatever we do in ISKCON is simply following Srila Prabhupada’s books.”


    (BCS, Initiation Lecture, 29/4/2005)


    BCS states that when he initiates a “disciple” they may not even have a connection with him, nor a relationship. Rather they will be connected to Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet. This is exactly how a ritvik initiation worked pre-‘78 – the initiate would become connected to Srila Prabhupada and not the person simply conducting the initiation, which in this case is BCS.
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    Contradiction 50: ISKCON diksha gurus are ritviks
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    “we have seen that some individuals who assumed the role of a spiritual master, role of a guru, they had spiritual difficulty, and they left ISKCON. Now when they left ISKCON, some of their disciples left also. But some other disciples carried on in ISKCON. They stayed in ISKCON although the guru fell down. And we see that those who followed the guru and left ISKCON, very soon their spiritual life was finished. Whereas those who stayed in ISKCON, their spiritual life was intact and they were making advancement. So that clearly indicates that the most important consideration for our spiritual advancement is to remain in ISKCON and continue to cultivate our spiritual life within the structure in the association of its devotees.”


    (BCS, Initiation lecture, 4/7/2010)


    BCS admits that even if the ISKCON diksha guru leaves, the disciples do not require them to carry on making spiritual advancement, meaning the ISKCON diksha guru is being defined as a ritvik, or just a functionary needed only for the initiation ceremony.
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    CHAPTER SIX
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    I Offend Srila Prabhupada


    Though previous chapters have quoted BCS glorifying Srila Prabhupada, this chapter documents that in contradiction to this glorification, BCS actually offends Srila Prabhupada on many levels.
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    Contradiction 51: I am making offenses to Srila Prabhupada
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    “I strongly believe that if the gurus had acted as Srila Prabhupada’s obedient followers and represented him properly, then they would not have fallen down. The cause of their fall down was actually their offenses to Srila Prabhupada in trying to usurp his position. Since Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance, ISKCON has experienced a series of losses. When eleven gurus started to function as if they were the “chosen ones” who inherited Srila Prabhupada’s legacy, senior godbrothers became disheartened and left the movement.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 3/11/2003)


    BCS claims that trying to usurp Srila Prabhupada’s position as the “eleven gurus” did, leads to making offenses to Srila Prabhupada. But the actual position that the “eleven gurus” took from Srila Prabhupada was to become his successor diksha gurus, which is exactly the same position BCS has already confessed to himself taking from Srila Prabhupada.


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 52: I am making the biggest mistake
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    “One of the biggest mistakes they (the eleven gurus) made was to behave like Srila Prabhupada when they became gurus. Literally this meant, what Srila Prabhupada was to his disciples, the gurus became to their disciples.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 19/5/2003)


    As documented in the previous chapters detailing BCS’s worship and ownership of his disciples, BCS himself is worshipped and regarded by his disciples as their diksha guru, in the same manner Srila Prabhupada’s disciples worshipped and regarded him as their diksha guru. BCS is even aware this is the case, hence his many protestations that actually he does not wish to be worshipped in this way, and instead Srila Prabhupada should receive this worship. But, as we saw, he is unable to follow this.
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    Contradiction 53: I obscure Srila Prabhupada’s greatness
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    “Srila Prabhupada’s position has been obscured by certain gurus. And that actually caused the worse damage to the movement. The very prevalent understanding was “what Srila Prabhupada was to his disciples, our guru is that to us.” Doesn’t it obviously obscure Srila Prabhupada’s position? “Srila Prabhupada’s disciples had Prabhupada. And we have our guru.” So Srila Prabhupada is out of the picture.”


    (BCS Lecture, 15/7/2000)


    Below, BCS explains how, after 6 months, a new recruit in ISKCON must put Srila Prabhupada “out of the picture” and instead surrender to BCS and other GBC-elected gurus, in the same way Srila Prabhupada’s disciples surrendered to Srila Prabhupada:


    “[...] first six months after joining the movement, one chants only the pranama-mantra of Srila Prabhupada and then, after that, he is allowed or he is expected to develop a relationship with a devotee who is physically present on the planet.”


    (BCS Lecture, 17/9/2001)


    Having admitted that his usurping Srila Prabhupada’s position results in him committing massive offenses against Srila Prabhupada, it is not surprising BCS continues offending and minimising Srila Prabhupada in many different ways, as the following entries demonstrate:
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    Contradiction 54: Srila Prabhupada did not preach in household life
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    “And look at Srila Prabhupada: He became involved in preaching after he got out of householder life.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 31/1/2003)


    FACT: Srila Prabhupada makes it clear he did preach in household life, working “day and night” to “spread the cult of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu”:


    “So I was thinking very seriously, and then, as late as 1944, I started my paper, “Back To Godhead.” Gradually, in 1954, I retired from my family life and began to live alone in Mathura Vrindaban.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 5/2/1970)


    “After he passed away, I started the fortnightly magazine BTG sometime in 1944 and tried to spread the cult of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu through this magazine.”


    (Concluding words, Antya-lila, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta)


    “It is very encouraging to learn that you are so enthusiastic to sell BTG. I consider sale of BTG so valuable because in the beginning I worked for BTG day and night alone in India. I still remember the hardship for pushing on this BTG.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 14/4/1970)
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    Contradiction 55: Srila Prabhupada is “dead and gone”
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    “But if instead we feel that, “Now Srila Prabhupada is dead and gone; now I am the guru. So what Srila Prabhupada was to his disciples, to my disciples I am just that.” That mentality would have been fine if we were not a part of a world-wide institution like ISKCON.”


    (BCS, Day 3, LA Seminar, ‘Questions and Answers’, published 11/6/2000)


    FACT: Srila Prabhupada states such a mentality is never “fine” under any circumstance:


    “So my Guru Maharaja will be very, very much pleased with you ... it is not that he is dead and gone. That is not spiritual understanding ... he is seeing. I never feel that I am alone.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 2/3/1975)


    In the next 2 entries, BCS presents Srila Prabhupada as a bumbling individual, who was unable to give proper direction for how his Society should go on, and instead could only give “vague” direction:
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    Contradiction 56: Srila Prabhupada is not clear
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    “I must also admit that Srila Prabhupada did not say anything very clearly about how the initiation system in ISKCON should be after his disappearance from this planet.”


    (BCS, Day 3, LA Seminar, ‘Questions and Answers’, published 11/6/2000)


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 57: Srila Prabhupada was vague
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    “Now we can understand why Srila Prabhupada did not want to name anyone as his successor or successors, because if anything happened to them then the blame would go to Srila Prabhupada. But at the same time Srila Prabhupada had to give some direction, therefore Srila Prabhupada’s statements in this issue appear to be somewhat vague, which is very unusual for Srila Prabhupada.”


    (BCS Letter, 24/9/1993)


    Further, BCS also offensively asserts that Srila Prabhupada did not want to name successors because he feared he would be at fault and blamable, but the pure devotee is never fearful and is also blameless, because he is not a conditioned soul.
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    Contradiction 58: Srila Prabhupada was a mere member of the GBC
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    “Srila Prabhupada identified himself as a mere member of the Governing body of ISKCON.”


    (BCS, Dandavats.com, 12/7/2009)


    

    “I want that the GBC should relieve me of this management burden and in the future, all such questions should be taken up with the local GBC member. If no satisfactory solution can be reached, then other GBC members may be consulted. The GBC can formulate proposals and submit them to me for approval.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 2/2/1975)


    “Resolved: The GBC (Governing Body Commission) has been established by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada to represent Him in carrying out the responsibility of managing the International Society for Krishna Consciousness of which He is the Founder-Acarya and supreme authority. The GBC accepts as its life and soul His divine instructions and recognizes that it is completely dependent on His mercy in all respects. The GBC has no other function or purpose other than to execute the instructions so kindly given by His Divine Grace and preserve and spread his Teachings to the world in their pure form.”


    (Definition of GBC, GBC Resolutions 1975)


    Despite BCS’s claim that Srila Prabhupada was just another member of ISKCON’s Governing Body Commission, Srila Prabhupada makes it clear that the GBC he personally established in 1970 was subordinate to him and he had to approve their proposals. Such a line of authority was also enshrined in the first GBC Resolutions in 1975 and approved by Srila Prabhupada.


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 59: Not objecting to being compared to Srila Prabhupada


    [image: ]


    “whatever recognition, honour and worship I am getting today is simply because of Srila Prabhupada. I personally do not have any qualification and therefore I do not actually deserve any honour and glory myself.”


    (BCS Podcast, 25/5/2006)


    “His Grace Partha Sarathi Prabhu’s lecture centred around appreciation of devotees. He mentioned that whenever he thinks of Guru Maharaj (BCS) he finds it difficult to separate Guru Maharaj from Srila Prabhupada in term of qualities. Partha Sarathi Prabhu became a little emotional about this and became silent. Guru Maharaj saw this and very lovingly massaged Partha Sarathi’s Prabhus back, and then began to sing “Hare Krishna”.”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 19/10/2002)
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    Contradiction 60: My disciples can call me “Divine Grace”
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    Vyasa-Puja offerings from BCS’s disciples will routinely refer to him as his “Divine Grace”:


    “Dearest Gurumaharaj


    Please Accept My Humble Obeisances. All Glories To Your Divine Grace! All Glories To Srila Prabhupada! […] I feel so honoured to have my spiritual life directed by your Divine Grace…[…] Your Divine Grace has constantly guided […] your Divine Grace is blessed with everything, […] Your Divine Grace fully understands […] your Divine Grace uses everything […] Your Divine Grace is a first class vaisnava.”


    (Vyasa-Puja offering from BCS disciple, 2003)


    We already saw in the “I Should Not Have Disciples” chapter that BCS promotes these same offerings to himself. Yet even the GBC recognises the use of such a title constitutes a minimisation of Srila Prabhupada:


    “A guru cannot use or allow his disciples to apply to him the honorific title “His Divine Grace” or the honorifics ending in “pada” in written public document or in open public forum.”


    (Laws of ISKCON, 1.6.3, & 1.5.6.1, from ‘Gurus and Initiation in ISKCON’, GBC)
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    Contradiction 61: Srila Prabhupada does not know the disciplic succession
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    “Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur was not an initiated disciple of Jagannath dasa Babaji.”


    (BCS Lecture, 14/8/2004)


    “Viswanath Chakrabarty accepted Jagannath Das Babajee from whom Srila Bhaktivinode Thakore was initiated.”


    (Srila Prabhupada, Back To Godhead, Vol. 3, part 16, March 20th, 1960)


    “Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura accepted Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji, who initiated Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura.”


    (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1, “The Spiritual Masters”, original 1975 edition)
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    CHAPTER SEVEN
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    I Don’t Agree With Srila Prabhupada


    In this chapter BCS demonstrates that his life of contradiction also extends to continually contradicting what Srila Prabhupada taught:
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    Contradiction 62: Siksha is more important than diksha
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    “We can consider: what is the use of diksha without siksha? Therefore what is more important, diksha or siksha? Siksha!”


    (BCS Lecture, 5/10/2000)


    “There is no difference between the shelter-giving Supreme Lord and the initiating and instructing spiritual masters. If one foolishly discriminates between them, he commits an offense in the discharge of devotional service.”


    (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1:47, purport)
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    Contradiction 63: Married life is an impediment for spiritual life
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    “He added, “To get involved with a woman is completely useless […] He said “the grihastha asram is not practical for dynamic preaching.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 1/2/2003)


    “Besides that, married life is so involving that it becomes quite burdensome and stifles your spiritual progress.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 1/12/2005)


    “So to become married is no impediment for advancement in Krishna Consciousness. […] So you should always remember that marriage is not impediment.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 10/3/1969)
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    Contradiction 64: We should worship Lord Shiva
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    “You also can see some pictures of Maha Shiva Ratri which was celebrated wonderfully at ISKCON Ujjain with our beloved Bhakti Charu Maharaja. Maharaja has announced fasting for all of us for this day.”


    (“Shiva Ratri Celebration in Ujjain”, BCS website, 20/3/2008)
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    “So I think that the Murti which you have got is not Visnu Murti, but it appears to be a Murti of Lord Siva. Anyway, this Murti is not worshipable by us. In our temple we shall always worship Radha Krishna Murti or Lord Jagannatha.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 15/1/1969)


    “In the Bhagavad-gita it is stated that one who worships the demigods like Brahma, Siva, Indra, Chandra, or demigoddesses like Kali, Durga, Sarasvati, etc. is described as a person who has lost his intelligence”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 25/2/ 1968)
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    Contradiction 65: Happiness means doing whatever we like to do
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    “Be serious about spiritual life otherwise it is a waste of time. Do what you like to do. Everyone wants to be happy and the secret of being happy is to do what you like to do.”


    (BCS Lecture, 23/1/2007)


    “The Supreme Lord is the supreme enjoyer, and we living entities are His servitors. We are created for His enjoyment, and if we participate in that eternal enjoyment with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, we become happy. We cannot become happy otherwise. It is not possible to be happy independently, just as no one part of the body can be happy without cooperating with the stomach.”


    (Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Introduction)


    “Animal life, however, means you can do whatever you like.”


    (Civilization and Transcendence, chapter 8)
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    Contradiction 66: Follow modern trends, not scripture
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    “Ideally women should get married and take care of the household and children. But the time has changed and we have to go along with the time. […] What man can do today women can also do that quite easily. And in some cases they can do it even better. That is why it has become natural that women are doing what a man is meant to do. And that is why in today’s world, women are striding side by side with men. My point is that we have to go along with the time, the trend, the way the things are in today’s world.”


    (BCS, Q&A, 28/4/2008)


    Reporter: Are men regarded as superior to women?


    Prabhupada: Yes, naturally. Naturally, woman requires protection by the man. In the childhood she is protected by the father, and youth time she is protected by the husband, and old age she is protected by elderly sons. That is natural.


    Female Reporter: That goes against the thinking of a lot of people in America now. Do you know that?


    Prabhupada: No... America, maybe, but this is the natural position.


    (Interview, 5/3/1975)


    “Now, in the Manu-samhita it is clearly stated that a woman should not be given freedom. That does not mean that women are to be kept as slaves, but they are like children. Children are not given freedom, but that does not mean that they are kept as slaves. The demons have now neglected such injunctions, and they think that women should be given as much freedom as men.”


    (Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 16.7, purport)
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    Contradiction 67: Encourage enjoyment and luxurious living
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    “When people get involved in making money then they naturally get affected by the spirit of enjoyment to some extent. So my suggestion will be let them enjoy. […] As I mentioned earlier, the reality is that most of these youth are interested in making money and having a good life. So let us create that opportunity for them. Let them indulge in the luxuries of life and at the same time let them generate funds for the effective propagation of Krishna consciousness.”


    (BCS, Q&A, 28/4/2008)


    “materialists all simply engage in eating, sleeping, fearing and sense gratification and thus spoil their valuable lives pursuing luxury and neglecting to perfect their lives through spiritual realization.”


    (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 5.22, purport)


    “A householder should lead such a life that he gets full opportunity to hear and chant. He should worship the Deity at home, observe festivals, invite friends in and give them prasada. A householder should earn money for this purpose, not for sense gratification.”


    (Srimad-Bhagavatam, 5.5.3, purport)
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    Contradiction 68: Devotees should be paid salaries
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    “Corporate houses, industries, and businesses are employing people by paying them salary to engage them in activities which will generate profit for their establishments. […] If other people can do that, why can’t the devotees of Krishna do that? Why can’t an international spiritual organization like ISKCON with so many branches around the world and so many talented and qualified individuals do the same?”


    (BCS, Q & A, 16/5/2008)


    “Where is the question of salary? Where is vairagya, renouncement? So in all circumstances the salary process should be stopped. […] At least they should not be given any salary. That is very bad. This is against principle.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Room Conversation, 28/4/1977)
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    Contradiction 69: A diksha guru needs training
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    “Guru Maharaja flew into Washington DC the next day, May 29th. […] Maharaja is attending a three-day meeting at the ISKCON Potomac temple, […] The three-day meeting consists of discussions on how to establish a standard, or a course, for future gurus in ISKCON”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 1/6/2007)


    FACT: Srila Prabhupada states that a genuine diksha guru would not need any such “course”, for he is, by definition, already self-realised:


    “Unless one is self-realized and knows what his relationship with the Supersoul is, he cannot be a bona fide spiritual master.”


    (Srimad-Bhagavatam, 3.28.2, purport)
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    Contradiction 70: Guru does not need to be qualified
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    “Guru Maharaja answered, “Even if the gurus in ISKCON are not qualified, it doesn’t matter.” ”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 27/3/2003)


    “When one has attained the topmost position of maha-bhagavata, he is to be accepted as a guru and worshipped exactly like Hari, the Personality of Godhead. Only such a person is eligible to occupy the post of a guru.”


    (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 24.330, purport)
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    Contradiction 71: The guru can make mistakes
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    “But unfortunately, due to the way the guru thing has come up, the GBC has become weak or you can even say impotent, and the gurus have become too powerful for anyone to correct them when they make mistakes.”


    (BCS, Toronto Meeting, 20/7/2003)


    “Therefore we must have a guru where exact knowledge is coming, without any mistake. […] Guru must be perfect representative of Krsna.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 23/7/1973)


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 72: An ISKCON sannyasi4 must do mundane business
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    “They will give the 10 acres of land to build the IT park and develop the IT industries in Ujjain. Ujjain local authorities cannot do it. But why did I say I will do it? Why? Because I know that I have contact all over the world. If I set up something, it will happen.”


    (BCS Lecture, 26/11/2005)


    “On the fifteen-storeys what we are going to do is, the first two storeys are going to be a shopping mall. […] I forgot to mention that another construction is going on, the construction of the apartments. We are building two apartment blocks.”


    (BCS Istagosthi , 23/1/2009)


    “The brahmacaris5 and sannyasis must stick to the temple activities.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 4/9/1975)


    “Business must be done by the grhasthas6, not by the sannyasis or brahmacaris.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 22/1/1976)
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    Contradiction 73: Srila Prabhupada did not institute a system to continue to give diksha
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    “The difference is that ritviks are saying that Prabhupada will continue to give diksha. That is the point that we cannot accept because there is no such precedence in the past. There is no mention of such a thing in the scriptures, and Prabhupada himself did not institute a system like that.”


    (BCS Lecture, 14/8/2004)


    “...continue to become ritvik7 and act on my behalf.”


    (Srila Prabhupada letter to a ritvik, July 31, 1977, just 100 days before his departure, explaining the ritvik system he instituted to continue to give diksha)
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    Contradiction 74: Srila Prabhupada is, and is not, clear
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    “Srila Prabhupada did name those eleven devotees to act as ritviks when he was present, and Srila Prabhupada made it quite clear that they would initiate after his disappearance.”


    (BCS Letter, 24/9/1993)


    “I must also admit that Srila Prabhupada did not say anything very clearly about how the initiation system in ISKCON should be after his disappearance from this planet.”


    (BCS, Day 3, LA Seminar, ‘Questions and Answers’, published 11/6/2000)
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    Contradiction 75: Srila Prabhupada did, and did not, name guru successors
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    “Srila Prabhupada did not want to name anyone as his successor or successors […] Srila Prabhupada wanted the GBC to decide who would initiate.”


    (BCS Letter, 24/9/1993)


    “When Srila Prabhupada spoke about who will initiate after His Divine Grace’s departure, he named some of his disciples, but he suggested they should not initiate while he was present on this planet.”


    (BCS, Spiritual Connections, Vol.13, Jan-Apr 1996, p.6)
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    Contradiction 76: Srila Prabhupada didn’t say what he said
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    Q: “Can devotees within ISKCON eat chocolate or products made from cocoa?”


    BCS: “Actually I would rather not comment on that. I won’t comment on that because it is a GBC resolution that one shouldn’t, but at the same time many GBC’s also feel that the GBC don’t need to pass resolutions like this. The things that Prabhupada himself didn’t say, you don’t have to introduce and make it more.”


    (BCS Lecture, 10/1/2009)


    “Cocoa and chocolate are not to be taken as they are intoxicants.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Letter, 14/6/1972)


    4 Celibate renunciant


    5 Celibate monks


    6 Householders


    7 Officiating priest who initiates disciples for and on behalf of the guru, Srila Prabhupada
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    CHAPTER EIGHT
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    I Don’t Agree With Myself


    Having demonstrated he does not know what Srila Prabhupada teaches, in this chapter BCS goes a step further and demonstrates that he also does not know what he himself teaches, continually stating the exact opposite of what he has said elsewhere.
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    Contradiction 77: We cannot, and can, communicate with Srila Prabhupada
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    “No-one will deny the fact that Srila Prabhupada is still present with us. But as long as we are conditioned by the material nature we will not be able to perceive him and communicate with him. But some day when our senses will become spiritualised then we will be able to perceive his spiritual form and relate to him on the spiritual plane. Therefore although Srila Prabhupada is still present, a person from the material platform, a conditioned soul, will not be able to communicate with him directly.”


    (BCS Letter, 24/9/1993)


    “Let us recognize that Srila Prabhupada has not gone away. Rather, he has simply disappeared from our vision. Although we are not able to see him any more with our mundane vision, he is very much there, watching us from the spiritual sky. He will always be there to guide us, provided we remain fixed up at his lotus feet. He will reward us when we please him and he will chastise us if we make mistake.”


    (BCS Offering on Srila Prabhupada’s Disappearance Day, October 2000)


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 78: We cannot, and can, link to Srila Prabhupada
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    “All the acaryas in our line are nitya siddhas, eternal beings. But they are not present on the planet at this time. Therefore, those living entities who are on this planet now cannot be linked up to them directly, they need a via media and that is the guru.”


    (BCS, Spiritual Connections, Vol.13, Jan-Apr 1996, p.7)


    “How do we develop our link with Srila Prabhupada? The spiritual link is established through service and faith.”


    (BCS Disciples’ Meeting, 21/6/2008)
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    Contradiction 79: We cannot, and can, associate with Srila Prabhupada
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    “Srila Prabhupada is undoubtedly a nityasiddha associate of Sri Krishna. […] When Krishna and His associates come to the earth planet like this, it is called “prakat lila” or manifested pastimes; and when They go back, it is called “aprakat lila” or unmanifested pastimes. During prakat lila the Lord and His nitya siddha associates allow the living entities to associate with Them, but when They withdraw Their pastimes in Their aprakat lila then the living entities in the material nature do not have that possibility.”


    (BCS Letter, 24/9/1993)


    “Through his instructions the spiritual master is always present even when he may not be physically present. In case of all of us, all the devotees of ISKCON, Srila Prabhupada is that spiritual master and his instructions are extensively available in his books. Therefore we should always remember that Srila Prabhupada is always present with us here and we can get his association by following his instructions as he has given them in his books.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 23/7/2001)
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    Contradiction 80: Physically present guru is, and is not, necessary
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    “Now if somebody said, “I do not need any present acarya, books are there, they can guide me.” Well, some people may learn from the books, but it is very difficult. The easier course is when somebody explains the books to you. Right? So that is the importance of having the present acarya or a teacher who is there, whom you can ask questions and who can monitor you.”


    (BCS, Q&A, 9/1/2006)


    “As for instructions, like some people say ‘Maharaja you don’t come that often and that is why I have problems’ [laughing]. That is just a lame excuse, Prabhupada’s books are there! Read the books! And you’ll see that Prabhupada is instructing us through every word in his books.”


    (BCS Lecture, 10/12/1998)
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    Contradiction 81: Relationship with guru is, and is not, dependent on physical presence
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    “He is very much in the centre, but those who came to ISKCON after Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance pastime have to be initiated by a present guru”.


    (BCS, Spiritual Connections, Vol.13, Jan-Apr 1996, p.7)


    “You should try to understand that your relationship with your spiritual master is not a material relationship. Therefore it is not simply limited to the physical presence. Our relationship is spiritual and whenever you are spiritually situated, we are together. Srila Prabhupada used to say that when you chant Hare Krsna, I chant Hare Krsna. Through the Holy Name we are together. Therefore please try to develop this understanding.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 22/11/2000)


    If a spiritual relationship with the spiritual master is not limited by physical presence, then physical presence cannot be necessary to have a spiritual relationship, and hence Srila Prabhupada’s physical departure cannot prevent establishing a relationship with him as guru.
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    Contradiction 82: Guru does, and does not, need to be qualified
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    “A guru is a pure devotee, an initiating spiritual master in ISKCON is a pure devotee until he falls down. Isn’t it paradoxical? That’s why the gurus have to become qualified. […] It is through his actions that he is a pure devotee. [...] So the senior devotees, the advanced devotees will have to display those Vaisnava qualities. Then only can the situation become normal.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 16/5/1999)


    “Guru Maharaja answered, “Even if the gurus in ISKCON are not qualified, it doesn’t matter”.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 27/3/2003)
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    Contradiction 83: We should not be, and should be, hung up on diksha
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    “Besides, (…) why should one get so hung up on diksha and insist that Prabhupada will give diksha and no one else?”


    (BCS Lecture, 14/8/2004)


    FACT: BCS himself is hung up on diksha, since he insists that though anyone in ISKCON can give diksha, even if they are not qualified (see previous entry), Srila Prabhupada is forbidden to do so (see Contradiction 73).
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    Contradiction 84: Diksha is, and is not, important
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    “Diksha is the process through which one actually surrenders to Krsna through the agency and via medium of the representative of Krsna, the spiritual master.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)


    “Besides, why give so much importance to diksha?”


    (BCS Lecture, 14/8/2004)
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    Contradiction 85: Being puffed up in devotional service is, and is not, fine
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    “Guru Maharaja added, “And even if you are puffed up in devotional service, that’s fine.” […] “Because it is in devotional service. Our natural propensities may sometimes be engaged in Krsna’s service.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi , 8/2/2006)


    “One can have distributed so many books, but be so puffed up with his first position, whereas one who did not distribute as much can have a humble state of mind, glad to be pleasing the spiritual master. […] The false ego is the root cause of all impurities. I and mine. ‘Oh, I am such a great distributor or a wonderful singer!’ It is the duty of the spiritual master to extinguish this impurity.”


    (BCS Lecture, 12/1/2006)
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    Contradiction 86: You must, and must not, take initiation from a GBC guru
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    “He is very much in the centre, but those who came to ISKCON after Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance pastime have to be initiated by a present guru”.


    (BCS, Spiritual Connections, Vol.13, Jan-Apr 1996, p.7)


    “On the other hand, if they are told that they cannot have any connection with Srila Prabhupada because he is no longer here and they are compelled to develop a spiritual connection with a present initiating guru, we have seen the risk of jeopardizing their spiritual lives.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 3/11/2003)
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    Contradiction 87: People should not, and should, get married
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    “He added, “To get involved with a woman is completely useless […] He said “the grihastha asrama is not practical for dynamic preaching.” ”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 31/1/2003)


    “Guru Maharaja wished them (a couple getting married) all the best, reminding them that in ISKCON there is “a dire need of exemplary householders.” ”


    (BCS Istagosthi report on BCS, 21/6/2010)


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 88: Krishna is, and is not, responsible for our deviations
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    “But if you surrender to Krishna, what happens? […] Surrender means, “even if I deviate, I am not responsible because You are the controller of me.”


    (BCS Lecture, 26/4/2008)


    “Deviating from Krsna consciousness is obviously the influence of maya because going away from Krsna is maya. Obviously it is not karma because commitment to Krsna consciousness takes care of karma.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 21/6/2008)
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    Contradiction 89: The wrong direction is the right direction
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    “After Harikesa fell down in 1998, in 1999 I proposed that it’s obvious that we are going in the wrong direction.”


    (BCS, Toronto Meeting, 20/7/2003)


    “If you still have faith in Harikesh Prabhu, I will be the last one to tell you that you should take shelter of someone else.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 1/10/2005)


    Having first claimed that the falldown of Harikesa (an ex-ISKCON guru) was evidence of going in the wrong direction, he later advises a Harikesa follower that this is the direction that should be followed, although even the GBC had stated that Harikesa should be rejected.
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    Contradiction 90: Correct impurities by allowing them to remain
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    “We all have a solemn responsibility to keep Srila Prabhupada’s house clean, and if anyone is bringing in any kind of impurity, then he must be corrected and punished if necessary.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 10/4/2006)


    “Satsvarupa Maharaja is undoubtedly a very advanced devotee. […] Therefore there is no need to worry about his accidental deviation. Please continue to regard him as your siksa guru and offer him all the respect from your heart.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 10/4/2006)


    Having stated that impurities must be removed in ISKCON, BCS proposes that this can be done by recognising a sannyasi who admitted to a love affair with a married disciple and wrote a novel with pornographic content, as a “very advanced devotee” who should be regarded as one’s siksha guru.
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    Contradiction 91: ISKCON is, and is not, growing
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    “the fortunate thing is that ISKCON is still there and it is growing.”


    (BCS, Q & A, 31/5/2008)


    “Our temples are empty today, it is a bad sign. Something is lacking. […] Therefore no one is coming. […] The preaching spirit has been lost.”


    (BCS Lecture, 1/1/2009)
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    CHAPTER NINE
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    I Don’t Agree With ISKCON


    Having already copiously contradicted both Srila Prabhupada and himself, BCS also decides to contradict various ISKCON authorities such as the GBC, GBC members and other ISKCON gurus, all of whom he accepts as bona fide.
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    Contradiction 92: Bhagavad-gita 4.34 refers to Srila Prabhupada
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    “Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized soul can impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the truth.”


    (Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 4.34)


    Commenting on Srila Prabhupada explaining the verse above, the GBC states:


    “Prabhupada here brings up another point along the way, namely the process of surrender. In the traditional parampara8 system, the disciple actually surrenders to a particular person, giving up his independence and accepting the guru’s instructions as his life and soul. In the system proposed by TFO9, with its hundreds of siksa gurus, there is no ultimate authority for each devotees spiritual life. The ‘disciple’ can conveniently follow whichever instruction he likes best. This is completely antithetical to real surrender to a living guru.”


    (GBC, Prabhupada’s Order, 1998)


    The GBC is arguing that the guru Krishna advises us to seek in the Bhagavad-gita is a “living” GBC-elected diksha guru, and not Srila Prabhupada, as advocated by TFO. But BCS states the opposite:


    Devotee: “In Bhagavad-gita Krsna tells us to surrender to the spiritual master (refers to Bhagavad-gita 4.34, cited above). Although in the temple we receive guidance from many senior devotees, still somehow the relation between the guru and disciple is very unique. We have the relation with the temple president and other temple authorities to guide and correct us as spiritual masters but sometimes we can’t connect with them in the same way.”


    BCS: “[…] Now let us come to your point. Yes, devotees need a qualified spiritual master and I will say in ISKCON we have the most qualified spiritual master who is Srila Prabhupada. And everyone in ISKCON is meant to represent Srila Prabhupada. In ISKCON who is the ultimate spiritual master? You need a spiritual master, but who is that spiritual master? It is Srila Prabhupada.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)


    As the GBC paper just quoted states, the current ISKCON system is that newcomers searching for a guru must permanently surrender to a “living” GBC-elected diksha guru. But in the next two entries, BCS completely contradicts this ISKCON “living” guru system by claiming that it’s actually Srila Prabhupada that newcomers who are searching for a guru should be told to permanently surrender to; and that ISKCON diksha gurus who are needed so as to give guidance, generally do not give this:
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    Contradiction 93: ISKCON living guru not required - 1
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    “Then why do we hesitate to tell a new comer who is searching for a guru that Srila Prabhupada, the best guru the world has ever seen, is still here, and one can surrender unto him and go back to Godhead very easily?” […] he is always present in his ISKCON, and that whoever wants to can come and meet him here, still today […] can approach him and establish his eternal relationship with him.”


    (BCS Offering on Srila Prabhupada’s Disappearance Day, October 2000)


    [image: ]


    Contradiction 94: ISKCON living guru not required - 2
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    “I asked, “then what is the difference between a devotee in ISKCON who has no diksha guru and a devotee in ISKCON who has one?” Guru Maharaja replied, “the difference is that one has a diksha guru guiding him and the other does not.” That is unfortunate, but it’s also not so unfortunate because that devotee has many other siksa gurus to guide him. The more gurus, the better! The more protection, the more guidance.”


    (BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 16/5/2001)


    “A devotee joins the movement and is trained and cultivated by ISKCON in the form of the local temple devotees. He is doing fine and being trained up nicely. But then he gets initiated by somebody who comes to that place once in a blue moon, but because he has been initiated by him he begins to think that he is his authority and the local devotees don’t mean anything to him anymore.”


    (BCS, Disciples’ Meeting, 1/8/2007)
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    Contradiction 95: Srila Prabhupada gave no clear statement on guru successors
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    “But there never has been any doubt that Srila Prabhupada clearly ordered his followers to carry on the parampara as regular gurus.”


    (Ritvik Catechism: Questions and Answers on Ritvik, GBC)


    “I must also admit that Srila Prabhupada did not say anything very clearly about how the initiation system in ISKCON should be after his disappearance from this planet.”


    (BCS, Day 3, LA Seminar, ‘Questions and Answers’, published 11/6/2000)
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    Contradiction 96: The Zonal Acharya system is good
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    “This zonal guru system, as it came to be called, prevailed in ISKCON for about ten years, until its falseness became clear… In 1986, ISKCON’s Governing Body Commission formally dismantled the system. Satsvarupa dasa Goswami, editor in chief during those years, joins with me in apologizing to our readers for BTG’s10 conformity to the “zonal guru” error. In particular, we express our heartfelt apologies for contributing to the hurts and wrongs devotees endured when ISKCON diverged from Srila Prabhupada’s instructions.”


    (HH Jayadvaita Swami, ‘An Apology’, Back to Godhead #25-01, 1991)


    “Guru Maharaja replied that if the Zonal Acaryas of the past had acted like menial servants of Srila Prabhupada, then the system would have been very beneficial. But instead they tried to compete with Srila Prabhupada. But the system itself is good, provided the leaders act as humble servants of Srila Prabhupada. They should take command in their area, and still remain submissive to the authority of the GBC.”
(BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 27/3/1999)
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    Contradiction 97: Ritvik means priest, not diksha guru
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    “As a final point we would like to give a new definition to the word ritvik or ritvik acarya. Not accepting a preconceived meaning of the word ritvik , but seeing it as an adjunct to the word acarya, and similar to the meaning of the word officiating, I would propose that any guru, is an officiating acarya or ritvik acarya. That is because he is acting on behalf of his guru. Like all devotees do. That does not mean that the disciples are his guru’s but as a Vaisnava he does it on the guru’s behalf.”


    (HH Sivarama Swami, Continuing The Parampara, p.21)


    Interviewer: “You were brought up in a Vedic environment. What is your understanding of ritvik acarya?”


    BCS: “The word ritvik literally means a priest who performs a sacrifice.”


    (ISKCON Journal, March 1990, p.13)
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    Contradiction 98: Ritvik means on behalf of someone else
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    “The definition of “ritvik” in the Sanskrit dictionaries and in Srila Prabhupada’s books is not “proxy” or “non-initiator” or anything of the sort”.


    (Disciple of My Disciple, paper authored by various GBC members; “proxy” means “on behalf of somebody”)


    “In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, Srila Prabhupada explained the word ritvik means priests who perform a sacrifice on behalf of somebody. It is a Vedic expression that means yajna purahit. They perform the sacrifice for the hota, the person who organises the sacrifice.”


    (BCS, Spiritual Connections, Vol.13, Jan-Apr 1996, p.6)
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    Contradiction 99: The fallen are exalted
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    “I have a problem with depression […] cause of depression is deep-rooted attachment […] my mind, was not only unstable in the usual sense (cancala), but also deformed […] they amount to a serious disorder.[…] I acquired some films-on-video originally produced in the late ‘40’s-early ‘50’s. I also read books from that time and about that time. And I got carried away. My sadhana11 deteriorated. I was collecting books and videos and whiling away the late hours with them. I admit it was a waste of time.”


    (Excerpts from an official statement issued by the GBC, wherein ex-ISKCON guru Suhotra Swami explains his fallen state, 21/6/2000)


    Above Suhotra Swami reveals his fallen state, that led to the GBC suspending him as an ISKCON guru. However, BCS did not agree with this assessment, claiming he was very exalted just one week after the above letter was sent out:


    “I feel a little embarrassed to give the class in front of two very very exalted vaisnavas who are very learned as well as exalted with their realizations (His Holiness Bir Krishna Maharaja and His Holiness Suhotra Maharaja).”


    (BCS Lecture, 28/6/2000)
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    Contradiction 100: I lie about medical reports
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    TAMAL KRISHNA GOSWAMI PASSES AWAY IN MAYAPURA ON MARCH 15


    “At approximately 7 a.m. local time, His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami left his body after sustaining injuries in a car accident.”


    (Official ISKCON Announcement, ISKCON Communications Minister, Anuttama Dasa, 15/2/02)


    Thomas George Herzig


    Tamal Krishna Goswami


    55 years male


    OPINION OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER AS TO THE CAUSE OF DEATH:


    “In my opinion the death was due to the effects of the above mentioned injury which were antemortem* and accidental in nature.”


    (Medical Officer Ranaghat Sub- Division Hospital, Nadia, 15.3.2002, POST-MORTEM REPORT. Reference: Ranagat P.S. W/D Case No. - 55/02, dt 15/3/2002 and Shantipur P.S. Case No. ---- 57/02 dt 15/3/2002)


    


    * before death took place


    “It appears that Tamal Krishna Maharaj left by an accident. No. It was not that he left in the accident. Tamal Krishna Maharaj actually left by his own will […] And then there was the accident in which they lost their lives. Tamal Krishna Maharaj left this world. Also another important information regarding this is that the autopsy report actually mentioned that Tamal Krishna Maharaj left already before the accident took place.”


    (BCS Lecture at ISKCON World Headquarters in Mayapur, West Bengal, 15/2/2010)


    8 Disciplic succession


    9 The Final Order, the ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM)’s official position paper, available as a book


    10 Back To Godhead, ISKCON’s official magazine


    11 Spiritual practices
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    CHAPTER TEN
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    Summary: BCS on Himself


    BCS’s own words reveal that:


    
      	He was not authorised by Srila Prabhupada to become guru, even changing Srila Prabhupada’s words to hide his unauthorised status.


      	He should not act as diksha guru, Srila Prabhupada is the actual diksha guru, and therefore he has usurped Srila Prabhupada’s position.


      	He contradicts himself in trying to justify this usurpation.


      	He offends Srila Prabhupada.


      	He untruthfully claims he is opposed to being worshipped as guru.


      	He untruthfully claims he makes it clear his disciples do not belong to him.


      	He does not know some of Srila Prabhupada’s key teachings.


      	His own teachings are contradictory.


      	He contradicts ISKCON entities he accepts as being bona fide.

    


    Thus, BCS’s life and teachings, as documented by BCS himself in 100 different ways, are full of contradiction, disobedience, untruthfulness and hypocrisy. Below, BCS himself gives a damning indictment on the consequences of his: hypocrisy, untruthfulness and duplicity.


    I am not a Vaisnava


    “A Vaisnava must be absolutely honest. The antonym for honesty is actually hypocrisy, and Srila Prabhupada was very emphatic about that point, for us not to become hypocrites.”


    (BCS Lecture, 22/1/2005)


    I cannot approach the absolute truth


    “We are trying to approach the absolute truth, and it is through truthfulness only that we can approach the absolute truth.”


    (BCS Lecture, 22/1/2005)


    I am insincere and not Krishna conscious


    “Become sincere. In order to become sincere we have to be straightforward, as opposed to duplicitous, where in your heart you are thinking one way and you are saying something else.Straightforwardness is a sign of purity of heart. Unless and until our heart becomes pure, we won’t be able to be Krsna Conscious.”


    (BCS Istagosthi, 25/3/03)
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    CHAPTER ELEVEN
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    Summary: Srila Prabhupada on BCS


    Having seen BCS himself admit that his disobedient, contradictory, hypocritical, inconsistent and deviant behaviour means that he is not even a Vaisnava, we present below Srila Prabhupada’s verdict on BCS’s behaviour. The following quotes address: BCS’s continual state of contradiction; his hypocrisy and untruthfulness; and his admission that he has disobeyed Srila Prabhupada by usurping his position.


    BCS is a “rascal”


    Prabhupada: “If he says contradictory things, is he not a rascal?”


    Sandy Nixon: “Well, he’s contradicting himself.”


    Prabhupada: “Therefore he is a rascal.”


    (Room Conversation with writer, Sandy Nixon, 13/7/1975)


    BCS is “not religious”


    “How can you follow hypocrite? Huh? Is that all right? If Jesus Christ himself killed animals and he said, “Thou shalt not kill,” then he is a hypocrite. Then he cannot preach. He is a hypocrite. You are bringing Christ for condemnation. But how a hypocrite can be the head or can be the religious man or can be...”


    (Srila Prabhupada Morning Walk, 22/4/1974)


    BCS is “sinful”


    “There is nothing more sinful than untruthfulness. Because of this, mother earth once said, “I can bear any heavy thing except a person who is a liar.”


    (Srimad-Bhagavatam, 8:20:4)


    BCS is spiritually finished


    “The devotee must therefore be very careful not to commit offenses against the spiritual master by disobeying his instructions. As soon as one is deviated from the instructions of the spiritual master, the uprooting of the bhakti-lata (devotional creeper) begins, and gradually all the leaves dry up.”


    (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 19.156, purport)


    Thus from every angle, BCS is condemned by Srila Prabhupada: he has no moral, religious or spiritual standing due to his display of contradiction, hypocrisy, untruthfulness and disobedience.

  


  
    Conclusion


    If on reading this compilation one feels it is offensive, because BCS is a sincere Vaisnava, and that BCS has been offended, then they must take BCS to task for grievously offending himself. Because he is the originator of all the words and actions, simply reproduced here verbatim. BCS himself makes it clear that the verbatim presentation of the material presented herein is not at all blasphemous:


    “Blasphemy is something that is done with resentment and hatred. But to call a spade a spade is not blasphemy.”


    (BCS, Q &A, 6/3/2007)


    The non-stop contradiction and hypocrisy exhibited by BCS is the hallmark of Kali-yuga:

    



    “This is the age, Kali. It is called Kali. Hypocrisy, simply hypocrisy. Kali means full of hypocrisy.”


    (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 26/11/1966)


    And therefore those who best represent the progress of Kali-yuga will easily be recognised via their constant display of hypocrisy and contradiction. Those who by definition are supposed to present perfect knowledge, have a steady mind and intelligence, and be fixed in their understanding, instead are shown to epitomise contradiction, hypocrisy, false propaganda and ignorance. Such a level of duplicity would not even be tolerated from ordinary politicians, even though they are expected to engage in such behaviour. Yet in the case of BCS, such behaviour leads to him regarded as being on the highest level of God realisation, worshipped as one who is a self-realised spiritual master, taking his disciples back to Godhead. In ISKCON, therefore, we have lower standards for the highest spiritual position than Godless materialists would have for a mediocre material position! When the program to replace Srila Prabhupada with ‘living’ successors, or “The Great Guru Hoax”, has even less credibility than the materialism it was supposed to supplant, we know it has turned into a laughing stock. And yet this is not just an indictment of BCS, but of the whole ISKCON GBC-guru system, of which BCS is supposedly one of the best representatives, and by which all ISKCON gurus are similarly authorised. Therefore, we need to return to sanity, and return to reinstating Srila Prabhupada as the sole diksha guru of ISKCON. In short, we need to get “Back To Prabhupada”.
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